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CHAPTER 6

AMMUNITION STATISTICS

6-1.  INTRODUCTION.  This chapter presents daily and cumulative summary force statistics from the KDB on Soviet and German ammunition inventory and consumption during the Southern Front Kursk campaign.  All statistics shown are computed over the full KDB force, as 

listed in Appendix D, including HQ units, line units, and nondivisional units, both committed and uncommitted.  The statistics are arranged according to ammunition type, expressed as either tank/antitank tonnage, artillery tonnage (excluding rockets), rocket tonnage, or small arms/AA tonnage.  The KDB weapons associated with these ammunition types are listed in Tables 5-1 and 5-2 of Chapter 5.  Ammunition statistics for each ammunition type in each unit are listed in Appendix J (German units) and Appendix K (Soviet units). 
6-2.  ONHAND AMMUNITION.  Figures 6-1 through 6-4 show comparative German and Soviet daily onhand tons of tank/AT, artillery, rocket, and small arms/AA ammunition respectively.  Statistics are for the entire force, both headquarters and line units, represented in the KDB.  Major observations include: 


a.  Artillery and small arms/AA accounted for the majority (71 percent) of initial German tonnage, while artillery and tank/AT ammo comprised most (64 percent) of the initial Soviet tonnage.


b.  German daily onhand tank/AT, artillery, rocket, and small arms AA ammunition levels were always higher than Soviet.


c.  Except for rocket tonnage, overall ending (18 July) ammunition inventory levels for both combatants were between 53 percent and 78 percent of initial (4 July) levels. 



(1)  Ending (18 July) tank/AT ammo levels were 30 percent below initial (4 July) levels for the Germans and 41  percent lower for the Soviets.



(2)  Ending artillery ammo levels were 41 percent below initial for the Germans and 47 percent lower for the Soviets.



(3)  The 62 percent German drop in onhand rocket inventory tonnage during the KDB campaign was larger than the corresponding Soviet reduction (53 percent).  



(4)  Ending small arms/AA ammo levels were 22 percent below initial for the Germans and 36  percent lower for the Soviets.


d.  Soviet inventories for all ammunition types increased on 15 July
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Figure 6-1.  Daily Tank/Antitank Ammo Onhand – All Units
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Figure 6-2.  Daily Artillery Ammo Onhand – All Units
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Figure 6-3.  Daily Rocket Ammo Onhand – All Units
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Figure 6-4.  Daily Small Arms/AA Ammo Onhand – All Units

6-3.  AMMUNITION CONSUMPTION.  Figure 6-5 shows total tons of each type of ammunition consumed by each combatant.  Figures 6-6 through 6-9 show comparative German and Soviet daily tonnage consumption of tank/AT, artillery, rocket, and small arms/AA ammunition, respectively.  Statistics are for the entire force, both headquarters and line units, represented in the KDB.  Major observations include: 


a.  Over the entire KDB campaign, the Soviets consumed 44 percent more tank/AT ammunition than the Germans.  The Germans expended three times the Soviet artillery tonnage, two times the Soviet rocket tonnage, and three times the Soviet small arms/AA tonnage expenditure.


b.  Artillery accounted for the largest portion (49 percent for Germans/35 percent for Soviets) of both forces' ammunition tonnage consumed.


c.  Both German and Soviet tank/AT consumption peaked on 6 and 7 July, when the Germans had the largest proportion of their force in the attack or in hasty defense combat postures.  A lesser Soviet consumption peak occurred on 12 July, the day on which the Soviets began their major counterattack.


d.  German artillery consumption peaked on 5 July when they expended almost six times as much tonnage as the Soviets.  Soviet artillery expenditures peaked on 12 July.  Over the 5-18 July period, the German artillery consumed an average 1,700 tons/day, while the Soviets averaged only 500 tons/day. 


e.  German rocket consumption peaked on 11 July at 970 tons.  Soviet rocket expenditures peaked on 5 July at 280 tons.  Over the 5-18 July period, the German rocket consumption averaged 394 tons/day, much more than the Soviet average of only 160 tons/day.


f.  German small arms/AA consumption peaked on 7 July at 2648 tons.  Soviet small arms/AA expenditures peaked on 12 July at 695 tons.  Average daily German and Soviet expenditures were 1063 and 364 tons, respectively. 
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Figure 6-5.  Total Ammunition Used by Type – All Units
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Figure 6-6.  Daily Tank/Antitank Ammo Consumed – All Units
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Figure 6-7.  Daily Artillery Ammo Consumed – All Units
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Figure 6-8.  Daily Rocket Ammo Consumed – All Units
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Figure 6-9.  Daily Small Arms/AA Ammo Consumed – All Units

6-4.  SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS  


a.  Artillery and small arms/AA accounted for the majority (71 percent) of initial German inventory tonnage, while artillery and tank/AT ammo comprised most (64 percent) of the initial Soviet tonnage.  German daily onhand tank/AT, artillery, rocket, and small arms AA ammunition inventory levels were always higher than Soviet.


b.  Over the entire KDB campaign, the Soviets consumed 44 percent more tank/AT ammunition than the Germans.  The Germans expended three times the Soviet artillery tonnage, two times the Soviet rocket tonnage, and three times the Soviet small arms/AA tonnage expenditure.

c.  Artillery accounted for the largest portion (49 percent for Germans/35 percent for Soviets) of both forces' ammunition tonnage consumed. 
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