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CHAPTER 3

UNITS AND COMBAT POSTURE STATUS

3-1.  COMBAT UNITS REPRESENTED IN THE KDB.  The statistics of this report include only data from combat units represented in the KDB.  Support units in the KDB, such as bridging and logistics units, are excluded.  The full German and Soviet KDB combat unit lists are shown in Appendix D.  Since many small units were attached to higher-level (echelon) units, assets of units below division level are included in the computed assets for the higher-level combat units, denoted as primary combat units, to which they were attached.  These primary combat units consist of both headquarters (HQ) units and line combat units.  Only these primary combat units have locations recorded in the KDB.  The German force comprises 24 primary combat units, while there are 67 in the Soviet force.


a.  German Units.  Table 3-1 lists the 24 primary German combat units represented in the KDB.  The leftmost column of the table shows the type of unit.  The Unit ID column shows the unit name as recorded in the KDB.  The rightmost column gives a short form of this unit name for use in maps within this report.  There are 7 German headquarters units and 17 line units.  The 17 line units are further partitioned into 8 infantry divisions (IDs), 5 PzDs, and 4 Panzer Grenadier divisions.  Most of the units in the full German combat unit list, shown in Appendix D, were attached to one of these primary German units.  Average initial German unit personnel strength was around 16,000 per ID, 16,000 per Pzd, and 21,000 per PzGrd.

Table 3-1.  Primary German Units in the KDB

Unit type
Unit ID
Short unit ID

HQ
3d Pz Corps
3PZC

HQ
48th Pz Corps
48PZC

HQ
4th Panzer Army
4PZA

HQ
52d Corps
52C

HQ
Corps Raus
RAUS

HQ
II SS Pz Corps
IISS

HQ
Prov Army Kempf
KEMPF

ID
106th ID 
106

ID
167th ID
167

ID
168th ID
168

ID
198th ID
198

ID
255th ID
255

ID
320th ID
320

ID
332d ID
332

ID
57th ID
57

PzD
11th PzD
11PZ

PzD
19th PzD
19PZ

PzD
3d PzD
3PZ

PzD
6th PzD
6PZ

PzD
7th PzD
7PZ

PzGrD
DR SS PzGrD (Das Reich)
DRSS

PzGrD
GD PzGrD (Grossdeutschlsand)
GDPZ

PzGrD
LSSAH PzGrD (Leibstandarte Adolph Hitler)
LSSAH

PzGrD
T SS PzGrD (Totenkopf SS)
TSS


b.  Soviet Units.  Table 3-2 lists the 67 primary Soviet combat units represented in the KDB.  The leftmost column of the table shows the type of unit.  The Unit ID column gives the unit name as recorded in the KDB.  The rightmost column gives a short form of this unit name for use in tables and maps within this report.  There are 19 Soviet headquarter units and 48 line units. The 48 line units are further partitioned into 35 rifle divisions, 8 tank corps, 2 mechanized corps, 2 airborne divisions, and 1 detachment.  Most of the units in the full Soviet combat unit list, shown in Appendix D, are attached to one of these primary Soviet units.  There are about 20 small units, which always operated independent of divisions, which are not listed in Table 3-2.  Average initial Soviet unit personnel strength was around 8,500 per RD, 9,000 per TC, 15,000 per MC, and 8,500 per AbnD.

Table 3-2.  Primary Soviet Units in the KDB

(page 1 of 2 pages)

Unit type
Unit ID
Short unit ID

AbnD
6th Gds AbnD 
6AB

AbnD
9th Gds AbnD
9AB

Det
Trufanovs Detachment
TRU

HQ
1st Tank Army
1T

HQ
22d Gds RC
22G

HQ
23d Gds RC
23G

HQ
24th Gds RC
24G

HQ
25th Gds RC
25G

HQ
32d Gds RC
32G

HQ
33d Gds RC
33G

HQ
35th Gds RC
35G

HQ
40th Army
40A

HQ
47th RC
47R

HQ
48th RC
48R

HQ
49th RC
49R

HQ
52d RC
52R

HQ
5th Gds Army
5G

HQ
5th Gds Tank Army
5GT

HQ
69th Army
69A

HQ
6th Gds Army
6G

HQ
7th Gds Army
7G

HQ
Voronezh Front
VF

MC
3d Mech Corps
3M

MC
5th Gds MC
5M

RD
100th RD
100

RD
107th RD
107

RD
111th RD
111

RD
13th Gds RD
13

RD
15th Gds RD
15

Table 3-2.  Primary Soviet Units in the KDB
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Unit type
Unit ID
Short unit ID

RD
161st RD
161

RD
183d RD
183

RD
184th RD
184

RD
204th RD
204

RD
206th RD
206

RD
213th RD
213

RD
219th RD
219

RD
237th RD
237

RD
270th RD
270

RD
305th RD
305

RD
309th RD
309

RD
36th Gds RD
36

RD
375th RD
375

RD
42d Gds RD
42

RD
51st Gds RD
51

RD
52d Gds RD
52

RD
66th Gds RD
66

RD
67th Gds RD
67

RD
71st Gds RD
71

RD
72d Gds RD
72

RD
73d Gds RD
73

RD
78th Gds RD
78

RD
81st Gds RD
81

RD
89th Gds RD
89

RD
90th Gds RD
90

RD
92d Gds RD
92

RD
93d Gds RD
93

RD
94th Gds RD
94

RD
95th Gds RD
95

RD
97th Gds RD
97

TC
10th TC
10T

TC
18th TC
18T

TC
29th TC
29T

TC
2d Gds TC
2GT

TC
2d TC
2T

TC
31st TC
31T

TC
5th Gds TC
5GT

TC
6th TC
6T

3-2.  UNIT ORDER OF BATTLE


a.  German Order of Battle.  Table 3-3 shows, in tabular form, the unit order of battle for the German combat forces in the KDB on 4 July 1943.  All primary units in Table 3-1 are listed, except for 198th ID, which is not recorded in the KDB until 8 July, when it is attached to Corps Raus.
Table 3-3.  German Unit Order of Battle on 4 July 1943

Higher HQ parent
Subordinate units

3d Pz Corps
168th ID


19th PzD


6th PzD


7th PzD

48th PzCorps
167th ID


332d ID


11th PzD


3d PzD


GD PzGrD

52d Corps
255th ID


57th ID

Corps Raus
106th ID


320th ID

II SS Pz Corps
DR SS PzGrD


LSSAH PzGrD


T SS PzGrD

4th Panzer Army
48th Pz Corps


52d Corps


II SS Pz Corps

Provisional Army Kempf
3d Pz Corps


Corps Raus

AG (Army Group) South
4th Panzer Army


Provisional Army Kempf


b.  Soviet Order of Battle.  Table 3-4 shows, in tabular form, the unit order of battle for the Russian combat forces in the KDB on 4 July 1943.  All 67 primary units in Table 3-2 are listed in the table.  
Table 3-4.  Soviet Unit Order of Battle on 4 July 1943

(page 1 of 2 pages)

Higher HQ parent
Subordinate units

1st Tank Army
3d Mech Corps


31st TC


6th TC

22d Gds RC
67th Gds RD


71st Gds RD


90th Gds RD

23d Gds RC
375th RD


51st Gds RD


52d Gds RD

24th Gds RC
15th Gds RD


36th Gds RD


72d Gds RD

25th Gds RC
73d Gds RD


78th Gds RD


81st Gds RD

32d Gds RC
6th Gds AbnD


13th Gds RD


66th Gds RD

33d Gds RC
9th Gds AbnD


95th Gds RD


97th Gds RD

35th Gds RC
92d Gds RD


93d Gds RD


94th Gds RD

38th Army
204th RD

40th Army
47th RC


52d RC


184th RD

47th RC
161st RD


206th RD


237th RD

48th RC
107th RD


183d RD


305th RD

49th RC
111th RD


270th RD




52d RC
100th RD


219th RD


309th RD

Table 3-4.  Soviet Unit Order of Battle on 4 July 1943
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Higher HQ parent
Subordinate units

5th Gds Army
32d Gds RC


33d Gds RC


42d Gds RD


10th TC

5th Gds TA
Trufanovs Detachment


5th Gds MC


29th TC

69th Army
48th RC


49th RC

6th Gds Army
22d Gds RC


23d Gds RC


89th Gds RD

7th Gds Army
24th Gds RC


25th Gds RC


213th RD

RVGK Reserve
18th TC

Southwest Front
2d TC

STAVKA
Voronezh Front

Steppe Front
5th Gds Army


5th Gds Tank Army

Voronezh Front
1st Tank Army


35th Gds RC


40th Army


69th Army


6th Gds Army


7th Gds Army


2d Gds TC


5th Gds TC


c.  Opposing Force Stenghts.  Chapter 4 of this reports shows that initial Soviet personnel in theater were almost double the German total.  Chapter 5 shows that, in terms of initial strength in theater, the Germans were outnumbered at least 2:1 in tanks, and at least 3:1 in heavy AT weapons and light infantry support weapons.  Initial German parity or superiority in theater strength existed only for artillery, rockets, APCs, and antiaircraft weapons.

3-3.  UNIT ACTIVITY AND COMBAT POSTURES.  The KDB records the daily contact status and combat posture of each of the 17 German line units and each of the 48 Soviet line units described in paragraph 3-1.  Units in contact with the enemy are further partitioned into those in active contact (fighting) and those that are in contact but not in active combat.  Unit combat postures include attack, delay, hasty defense, prepared defense, and other (usually denoting reserve/transit status).  Appendix E shows the daily contact and combat posture for each line unit of each force.  Summary charts from data in these appendices are presented in this chapter.


a.  Unit Activity.  Figure 3-1 shows the daily number of line units in each force which were in contact with the enemy and the number which were in attack posture.  The x-axis scale shows calendar days from 4 July through 18 July.  The peak German attacks were on 6 July and 11 July.  The Soviet counterattacks are apparent on 12 July and 18 July.  All German units ceased attacking by 17 July.  Figure 3-2 shows the number of each force’s inactive line units in terms of the number which were out of contact and the number which were in contact but not actively fighting.  The figure shows that less than 30 percent of the German line units were inactive on each of 12 days, while at least 50 percent of Soviet units are recorded as inactive on each of 10 days.  These results show that a considerably larger fraction of the German line units were in active combat for a longer time than were Soviet line units.  
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Figure 3-1.  Line Units in Contact/Attacking
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Figure 3-2.  Inactive Line Units in Contact/Out of Contact


b.  Unit Combat Posture.  For each day, Figure 3-3 partitions the 17 German line units into five combat postures, as recorded in the KDB.  Figure 3-4 partitions the 48 Soviet line units according to combat posture.  The listed reserve/transit posture is actually recorded as “other” in the KDB.  The German 198th ID is not recorded in the KDB theater until 8 July.  The majority of the German units were continually attacking from 5 July through 12 July, but almost all were in prepared defenses by 17 July.  The vast majority of Soviet line units were in defensive postures on all days except 12 July, when the Soviets counterattacked.  The strength of this counterattack is evident in the jump from 2 to 25 attacking Soviet units on 12 July.  The temporary success of the Germans in meeting the 12 July Soviet counterattack is evident in the shift of the vast majority of attacking Soviet units into hasty defense postures by 14 July.  History attributes the shift of German units from attack into defensive postures after 14 July to Hitler’s cancellation of Operation Citadel.  The number of German units in prepared defenses rose steadily from 4 on 11 July to 14 on 17 July.  The number of Soviet units in prepared defenses also rose steadily from 6 on 13 July to 16 on 18 July.  These KDB posture results indicate that the maximum German offensive efforts were on 6 July and 11 July, while maximum Soviet counteroffensive efforts were on 12 July and 18 July. 
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Figure 3-3.  Daily Number of German Units in each Combat Posture
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Figure 3-4.  Daily Number of Soviet Units in each Combat Posture

3-4.  INITIAL POSITIONS OF THE GERMAN ATTACK.  Figure 3-5 shows a digitized map (circa 1993) of the area including the southern front of the Kursk Battle.  The US Army’s TEM software was used to overlay the positions of German and Soviet line units onto the map.  These positions are marked by standard US Army unit symbols for infantry, armored, and mechanized units.  Unit symbols for Soviet units on the map have a double line border.  All German unit symbols have a single line border.  The associated unit name is at the lower left of each unit symbol.  Unit names are from the “Short Unit ID” column entries in Tables 3-1 and 3‑2.  All line units recorded in the KDB in the map area on 4 July are plotted on the map.  Some line units are not visible because they are off-map.  Headquarters units (unit type HQ in Tables 3‑1 and 3-2) are not plotted on the map.  The composition of the German corps is indicated.  Arrows have been drawn which approximately indicate the actual path of the German attacks from 5 July through 12 July 1943. 
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Figure 3-5.  Unit Positions on 4 July

3-5.  SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS

a.  The German force in the KDB consisted of 7 German headquarters units and 17 line units.  The 17 line units are further partitioned into 8 infantry divisions, 5 Panzer divisions and 4 Panzer Grenadier divisions.  The Soviet force consisted of 19 Soviet headquarters units and 48 line units.  The 48 line units are further partitioned into 35 rifle divisions, 8 tank corps, 2 mechanized corps, 2 airborne divisions, and 1 detachment.


b.  Unit activity and posture status recorded in the KDB shows that the majority of the German units were continually attacking from 5 July through 12 July but that all ceased attacking by 17 July, when almost all were in prepared defenses.  The maximum German offensive efforts were on 6 July and 11 July.


c.  The maximum Soviet counteroffensive efforts were on 12 July and 18 July in the KDB.  The vast majority of Soviet line units were in defensive postures on all days except 12 July, when they counterattacked.  After the 12 July counterattack, the temporary success of the Germans in meeting this counteroffensive is reflected in the vast majority of attacking Soviet units shifting into hasty defense postures by 14 July.


d.  A considerably larger fraction of the German line units was engaged in combat and incurring casualties for a longer time than was the case for Soviet line units.  More than half of Soviet line units were not in active combat from 4-10 July and 15-18 July.
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